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Guluguba State School mixed six-a-side cricket 
competition attracts colourful contenders!  

Turn to the community snaps page for more photos 
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Introducing our NEW 
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The 25 Year 
Celebration of the 
Murilla Community 
Centre will be held 

on the  12th of 
November in the 

Columboola Room, 
Miles.

 ALL WELCOME
Turn to page 17 for more 
information on the special 

event
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Murilla Community Centre Inc. off ers  
information and support to families and 
individuals, contact 07 4627 2027
Services off ered by MCC Inc.
- Family Support
- Rural Financial Counselling
- Community Development
- No Interest Loans Scheme (NILS)
- Housing Support Offi  cer
- Department of Human Services Agent
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 - Medicare
- Murilla Respite Service
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Be aware, new Telstra scam

Funding and support available at
the Murilla Community Centre 
The aim of the Murilla Community Centre is to ensure 
families in the Western Downs region and the small 
rural communities within this area have access to 
information and assistance in times of need.  We 
understand times are tough right now with the 
drought taking a heavy toll on families and businesses. 
If you require drought assistance please come and 
talk to us regarding available funding and support.  
We are also available to help with all household 
accounts as well as schooling expenses. The 
Murilla Community Centre is located on 73a Murilla 
Street Miles and Cecily and staff  are contactable on 
4627 2027.

Earlier in the month of September malicious 
emails began targeting Australian inboxes in 
the form of fake Telstra email bills. In a twist, 
the emails claim 'Good news - your account is 
currently in credit, so no payment is required at 
this time'.  When naturally curious recipients click 
through on the Your new Tesltra Bill is attached 
link, they inadvertently initiate the download of a 
virus. Unsuspecting users can easily mistake the 
fraudulent emails for the real thing, with many 
of the logos, links and other design elements 
replicated from an authentic bill. The amount that 
each account is in credit is typically in the hundreds 
of dollars, with the amounts randomised so that 
they're diff erent on each of the fraudulent bills. If 
you have any concerns or received an email such as 
this recently please contact Telstra directly.

Inland Rail Decision Due 
It has been some time since the hype in early May 
following the Federal Budget announcement of $8.4 
billion for inland freight rail to link Melbourne and 
Brisbane. Uncertainty around the 198km Yelarbon and 
Gowrie section remains and Southern Darling Downs 
landholders are still waiting to learn the designated 
route. A decision on the four possible alignments 
for this section was due in June. However, there has 
been a considerable groundswell of protest from 
local landholders about the route through Condamine 
Floodplain and its impact on prime agricultural land. 
Principally, the Queensland Farmers’ Federation (QFF) 
and its industry members support this once in a 100-
year project. It has the potential to deliver sector wide 
benefi ts for agriculture as well as 16 000 jobs during 
construction and a projected $16 billion boost to the 
New South Wales, Victoria and Queensland economies 
over the next 60 years. For such a signifi cant project, 
the consultation process has been disappointing. The 
failure of this process led QFF to reach out directly to 
the Australian Rail Track Corporation (ARTC) for clarity 
and to ensure due diligence and proper consideration 
of community, industry and environmental needs.

Good things foundation, 
Be Connected
There are over 3 million people in Australia who 
are digitally excluded. They are missing out on 
all of the benefi ts that the internet brings be it 
saving money, keeping in touch, or accessing 
Government services. More than half of those 
people who lack basic digital skills are aged over 
50.  The Be Connected program (formally known 
as Digital Literacy for Older Australians - DLOA) 
aims to support people over the age of 50 to thrive 
in a digital world. The program will operate across 
Australia and will enable and empower older people 
through local one-to-one and small group support 
from digital mentors, underpinned by relevant and 
well-designed online learning materials. 
There will be fi ve elements to the program: 
● A coordinated network of thousands of local 
organisations, with lots of support, resources and 
volunteer training on off er led by Good Things 
Foundation 
● A high quality online learning platform for a 
blended approach to growing basic internet skills, 
for use by local network members as well as by 
friends and family supporting their older loved ones 
● A small grants program to support local 
organisations 
● A marketing campaign to raise awareness of the 
program for older people and for their friends and 
family 
● A helpline to fi nd a local network member.
The online learning platform and other elements 
of the program will be available from 3rd October 
2017 and the program will run until the end of June 
2020.  
To fi nd out more information or to express an 
interest to join the network  now  go to www.
goodthingsfoundation.org.au/join-our-network 
 If you’d like to talk to Good Things Foundation 
then email us on connect@goodthingsfoundation.
org  and one of the team will be in touch

RURAL FAMILY SUPPORT
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NOONGA NOTES
End of the Tennis Season

Chinchilla parents hail free parenting program a great success
Western Downs parents have hailed a parenting program, off ered at Chinchilla Hospital, a great success. 
Internationally acclaimed Triple P – Positive Parenting Program – was open to parents and carers of 
children up to 16 years of age in the Chinchilla region and attracted 10 participants. The program started 
on 20 July and consisted of four weekly group sessions followed by three weeks of follow-up phone calls 
and a fi nal group session. Darling Downs Hospital and Health Service Clinical Nurse Community Health 
Sally Crothers initiated the reintroduction of the program to the Chinchilla area and said she had received 
positive feedback from all participants. “Triple P is considered to be one of the best parenting programs 
available, helping more than four million children and their families in more than 25 countries during the 
past 35 years,” Ms Crothers said. “We were very pleased to off er Triple P free of charge to help families 
across the Chinchilla region and it was great to hear the participants enjoyed the program and found it 
to be very useful and practical. “Triple P has been scientifi cally proven to reduce diffi  cult behaviour and 
emotional problems in children and teenagers and our participants reported seeing positive results after 
using the Triple P strategies. “Triple P helps parents to manage challenging behaviour and raise happy, 
confi dent children by implementing rules and routines that are respected and followed, and encouraging 
positive behaviour. “It also teaches parents to take care of themselves and feel more confi dent and less 
stressed.” Ms Crothers said she was hoping to run more Triple P courses next year – for more information 
or to place your name on an expression of interest list, phone 4662 8888 during business hours. For more 
information about the Triple P program visit http://www.triplep.net/

Above left: Winners Marnie Leahy Robert Bell Brenda Hahn Travis Hahn Janelle Banks Barry Sinnamon Katrina Cleland Kerry Flanagan & 
Above right; Runner up Sam Callum Pen Hindman Steele Smith Henry Sinnamon Vanessa and Scott Tennyson Siobann Hahn

Bree Benson Super Sub

3rd place Brently Leahy Brian Sinnamon Nicky 
Joansen Diedree Walker Les Joansen John Bell 

absent June Henry BJ Hall

The fi nal round of the Noonga Tennis Fixtures was played on the 
10th of September. Barry Sinnamon’s team was a clear leader 
but it was a tight fi nish with only one point in it between Brian 
Sinnamon and Scott Tennyson’s teams. In the fi nal minutes, the 
ball bounced in Brian's favour giving his team had the honour 
of being named winners of the tournament.  President Brendan 
Leahy thanked everyone for participating and especially the 
fl oaters without whom Noonga tennis days would not happen. 
Bree Benson received the prize of SUPER SUB as she played 
the most games. As tradition dictates, afternoon tea and a few 
drinks round off  the end of the tennis season. As the tennis fi nals 
celebration coincide with the NRL footy fi nals playoff  on TV, this 
year a satellite dish was put into action and keen footy fanatics 
completed their day of sport by watching the Cowboys defeat the 
Sharks. For the fi rst time in the history of Noonga Tennis, Brian 
and Mary Leahy were absent having been delayed returning from 
a holiday. Brendan accepted fl owers from Brenda Hahn on Mary’s 
behalf in recognition of all the time and eff ort spent chasing down 
replacement players in addition to the usual work of a tennis 
secretary. A contingent of Noonga players travelled to Wandoan 
on the 16th of September to compete in their Tournament. Nicky 
Johansen and Pen Hindman won the B grade womens doubles 
and then Nicky partnered James Sinnamon in the mixed and 
they received the runner up prize. In the C grade Corey Leahy 
and Seb Hindman competed against Ned and Monty Hindman 
and all received a winner’s prize.
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Beautiful mural brightens 
Wandoan
‘Guardians’ is a public art installation 
by Australian Artist, David Houghton. 
Working with rich blues, coupled with 
local wildlife; a Brown Honey Eater 
and an Echidna (the guardians), this 
mural discusses the open spaces and 
landscapes that are synonymous with 
the Western Downs. The geometrical 
patterns and rustic browns prevalent 
at the Historic Museum have been 
used to represent the past and 
the tools that built Wandoan. This 
project was made possible thanks to 
Wandoan Community Commerce & 
Industry Inc. and Westerns Downs 
Regional Council, in partnership with 
First Coat. It was funded under the 
Western Downs Tourism Investment 
Program. The mural can be found on 
the side of the news agency building 
in town. 

The Wandoan Mural "Guardians: in all its glory! 
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Locals passion for gardening still grows 
The Murilla Garden Club Inc was a community group 
established in 1991, purely for locals with a passion 
for gardening. Men and women attend the monthly 
garden meetings, coming from areas all around 
Miles, experiencing what the local gardens have 
on off er. Not only is it a great chance to discover 
more about gardening, but it is a perfect way to 
socialise with like-minded individuals with the same 
love for their gardens. The Murilla Garden Group 
Inc meetings are held on the 2nd Thursday of the 
months beginning in March up until November. They 
are quite often searching for “host gardens” to hold 
their garden club meetings at. Meetings require you 
to BYO folding chair, hat, mug, morning tea (lunch 
optional if you wish to stay longer) and begin at 
9am. Explore and admire the host garden while 
sipping on hot tea. The garden club also chooses 
a guest speaker to appear at their meetings or a 
representative from a visiting Nursery, with a raffl  e 
also drawn at every meeting. Members are also 
encouraged to bring along a plant to show fellow 
members. The group had 16 members just recently 
participate in a fl ower masterpiece workshop held 
under Paula Toohey's (owner of the Creek Cafe and 
Flower Shed) tutelage, the workshop was thoroughly 
enjoyed by all. 

The next meeting will be Thursday 12th of October, 
with the “host garden” being Lois & Richard Roberts 
at Bethel, Drillham. Louis specialises in roses and has 
off ered to be the Guest Speaker for this day, and 
word on the street is her garden is worth the visit! 
In November, there will be a Christmas break up in 
the beautiful garden of Margaretta Morgan, with the 
Chinchilla Landscape and Gardening attending for 
the day.  New members are always welcome, if you 
are interested please phone Maureen on 07 4628 
1144. Membership fee is $20 per annum, payable 
prior to the AGM in March 2018 to our Treasurer, 
Mrs Gillian Low, at: PO Box 1, Condamine 4416 OR 
via transfer: BSB 084-810 A/c 32-731-9902 (Murilla 
Garden Group Inc) with your name included.

An action shot from the fl ower assembly line at the September 
meeting held at The Creek Case 
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Pavilion Report, Miles Show Society  
Hello Miles artistic community, especially those of you 
who are art students.  Recently I had a little peak 
at some of the work you have been doing at school 
and found it very exciting.  If this “little peak” is any 
indication of the quality of the work you have been 
doing (and will continue to do !! please) then I want to 
see more.  In that regard, I have spoken to a “Guru” in 
this fi eld and enlisted his help in providing a platform 
for you to show your work to our greater community 
– namely the Miles Show with a revamped art section. 
So please, be proud of what you do and allow the rest 
of us to appreciate and enjoy your eff orts.  Entries in 
the nonperishable Pavilion sections must have been 
completed in the eighteen months prior to the show, 
so this means that the work completed the previous 
year is ideal, those of you are still at school, come show 
time and those of you who will graduate this year will 
be MOST welcome to enter this year’s work in the adult 
section.

Our older citizens are also an important part of our 
panning.  So pleased were we with the display of 
work from Carinya and Milton House this year, that 
there is now provision for these residents as well 
as respite clients to complete.The fi nal tidying up 
of the Pavilion classes is being done at the moment 
so your planning for next show can begin.  The 
information will appear on the Show society web 
site under Pavilion notes.  It will not be a completed 
schedule – conditions for entry and section classes 
are included. The rest will come as soon as it is 
complete. For those of you who have not checked 
it out yet, the web site is milesshowsociety.com.au 
then click on MORE, then PAVILION NOTES.  Read 
the information carefully.  You have plenty of time 
for preparation.  Please contact me if you have any 
questions.
Elaine

Maths students from Years 10 & 11 had the 
opportunity to work with some GPS survey 
equipment on the second last day of term 
this year to support their unit on Maps and 
Compasses.  Bill Woodrow from Origin Energy 
brought the equipment along and shared his 
career story with the students.  He spoke on 
spatial sciences and students learnt about how 
we are still using survey marks from the 1800s 
today.  The students and teacher, Lisa Wright 
also marked out a rectangle on the school oval 
using the GPS equipment. 

The 5th September saw QSO 
musicians visiting local schools in 
Miles thanks to the sponsorship 
of APLNG and Origin.  QSO 
conductor, Ralph Hultgren 
along with a saxophonist and 
percussionist worked with 
High School instrumental 
music students. The Miles 
Primary School students had 
the opportunity for a mini 
concert from QSO wind, brass 
and strings members as well 
as the opportunity to meet the 
musicians after the concert.  The 
student fl ute players also had an 
impromptu tutorial with Patrick 
Nolan, principal fl ute from QSO. 
There were smiles all around by 
students and musicians alike.  
The QSO musicians enjoyed their 
tour of our region and meeting 
our talented students.

Qld Symphony Orchestra 
(QSO) in Miles

Year 10 & 11 Miles High School 
Students Experiment with GPS 
Equipment 



MURILLA COMMUNITY NEWS |October 201707 4627 2027 www.mccm.org.au 11



12 MURILLA COMMUNITY NEWS | October 2017 www.mccm.org.au 07 4627 2027



MURILLA COMMUNITY NEWS |October 201707 4627 2027 www.mccm.org.au 13



14 MURILLA COMMUNITY NEWS | October 2017 www.mccm.org.au 07 4627 2027



MURILLA COMMUNITY NEWS |October 201707 4627 2027 www.mccm.org.au 15

DIARY OF A WWII SOLDIER

This afternoon we carry on with the syllabus, myself hammering this typewriter most of the afternoon, 
and reading some excellent short stories, of Vatchells. Dinner fi nds my appetite at a very low ebb, and 
myself more languid than ever. I had quite a bit of fun having my bath. Ran in too much hot water, for a 
start and before it was suffi  ciently cool the water was nearly up to the top. All eff orts to remove the plug 
proved fruitless, the ship rolling kept tipping the water over the sides, and then I was unable to have my 
cold bath, and came out with perspiration rolling off  me. Later on I noticed the bath emptied, so maybe 
someone managed to get the plug out when the water had cooled off  and the plug shrunk a bit. To-night 
the wind has dropped, and it is a lovely night, the phosphorous in the water, is worth watching. I see the 
Southern Cross after a long interval, it is getting low on the horizon, and it will not be long before we 
lose sight of it. Saturday dawns promising, the sea is considerably reduced, we are still broadside-eon to 
the roll of the sea. I still feel absolutely lifeless. Lie about the deck all morning, the sun comes through 
occasionally and is very hot. Most of the boys are in shorts. However the breeze is still cooling. I feel very 
dopey, have a little lunch. I have been thinking it is indigestion, but probably it is this vaccination. It is a 
struggle to get about this afternoon. It is being spent in inter platoon sports. Everybody has to take part, 
but in the fi rst event the hop step and jump, I fi nd my knee, is not equal to such treatment, and have to 
drop out. Feeling so energetic as I am this does not upset me, though I’m very surprised, as I thought 
my knee was completely recovered. At tea several rumours are doing the rounds. One is that we hit our 
destination next Saturday, at the port which has been rumoured for some time. I trust that it is true, I am 
sure we will fi nd this land of great interest. Another rumour is that Hitler has promised to sink us at 4am in 
the morning. One sergeant says he will set his alarm for 3-30am. Others have all sorts of bright schemes 
about being prepared. However I was about to light up one of the few cigarettes I smoke these days, 
when the order came round for smokes out. Quarter of an hour earlier to-night. Are extra precautions 
being taken? I have a book by Galsworthy so will spend the evening reading this.

Advertise with 
us! Reasonable 

rates and 
extensive local 

community 
coverage

Ph: 4627 2027 
or mccmcd@
bigpond.com

Sergeant Alexander Raymond Gee left Papakura Camp (New Zealand) on 26th August 
1940 with the Third Echelon. They sailed from Wellington on the “Empress of Japan” 

on 28th August 1940. What follows is his diary that chronicles his war time experience.

"Striving for success without hard work is like trying to harvest where 
you haven't planted" David Bly
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For more information contact 
the Murilla Community Centre

Tuesday - Friday 
4627 2027 



MURILLA COMMUNITY NEWS |October 201707 4627 2027 www.mccm.org.au 17

Local Theatre Production a huge hit! 

 25 Year Celebration of the Murilla Community Centre  
2017 is a very special year for the The Murilla 
Community Centre. It was in 1992, 25 years ago that 
the Centre fi rst opened its doors. The multi-service 
organisation was established with the goal to ensure all 
members of our community, being rural or remote had 
access to information and assistance. Current Centre 
Manager Cecily Brockhurst was employed in 1992 on 
a part time basis and has over the decades, along 
with talented past and present staff  and committee 
members, created a one stop shop for the community.  
Fast forward 25 years and the Centre is celebrating a 
milestone birthday as an award winning organisation 
that plays an integral role in the daily life of many 
residents in the Western Downs. On Sunday the 12th 
of November the Murilla Community Centre is inviting 
all past and present members, committee members, 
staff , clients and locals with a public invitation to 
enjoy a day of celebration, fun and refl ection. The 
Murilla Community Centre will be welcoming special 
guest speaker David Littleproud MP, member for the 
Maranoa in the Australian House of Representatives. 
We look forward to welcoming everyone, from near 
and far to the Columboola room to join us and enjoy 
a day where we promise the BBQ will be fi red up, the 
drinks cold and an abundance of familiar friendly faces 
about! 

Miles Regional Arts Council’s annual local theatre productions 
have once again been a huge success! Congratulations and 
thanks to everyone involved in producing Here’s The Thing 
and Decline and Hall over three weekends in early September. 
These fantastically hilarious shows were very well received by 
the audiences and, as always, the cast and crew had a great 
time bringing these performances to our local community. 
We are always proud to show off  the talent of our locals. A 
huge thanks is due to all our cast and crew. For Decline & 
Hall: Owen Gray, Sharon Cruickshank, Michael O’Shannessy, 
Raelinda Allwood, Nikki Robertson, and Luke Asplin. And 
for Here’s The Thing: Petrina Stiller, Nikki Robertson, Anita 
Thomson, Robyn Cahill, Colin Monaghan, Brad Martin, and 
Luke Asplin. Thanks to Sally Presnell for directing both plays. 
A huge thanks is also due to Ken Gray and Tonita Taylor 
for sound and lighting, and Travis Hahn for backstage. A 
special thanks this year to The Miles Windsor Hotel Motel, 
who donated pizzas for the cast. We were also thrilled to 
be invited to perform the plays at Meandarra this year. This 
additional show went off  without a hitch, but with a lot of 
extra work from our cast & crew. A big extra thank you to 
everyone involved, and to the Meandarra School of Arts for 
inviting us and hosting a fantastic evening! And a fi nal huge 
thanks to all our community members who have supported 
the arts council for this, and all of our productions, simply by 
coming along and enjoying a fantastic night out! We can only 
continue to hold these shows because people keep coming to 
watch, so thank you all for your continuing support. The Arts 
Council still has two fantastic touring shows coming up this 
year. #FirstWorldWhiteGirls: Botox Party is coming to town 
on the Saturday the 21st of October, and Acoustic Guitar 
Spectacular will be showing for a matinee performance on 
Sunday the 27th of November.  For more information go 
to our Facebook page: Miles Regional Arts Council or our 
website: www.milesrac.org.au.
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parkrun coming to Miles in 
November
parkrun organise free, weekly, 5km timed 
runs ALL around the world. They are open to 
everyone, free, and are safe and easy to take 
part in. These events take place in pleasant 
parkland surroundings and we encourage 
people of every ability to take part; from 
walkers or those taking their fi rst steps in 
running to Olympians; from juniors to those 
with more experience; we welcome you all.
Miles parkrun will be launching on Saturday 
25 November 2017 at 7am at Moraby park. 
Bring a friend, bring a dog, bring a pram – 
just come on down for a run/jog/stroll and 
show your support! More details will be 

released closer to the launch, such as how to register, so 
keep an eye on the Miles parkrun Facebook page: www.
facebook.com/milesparkrun.  If you would prefer not to 
run but would still like get involved, you could consider 
volunteering which involves assisting with timing, barcode 
scanning, course marshalling, tail walking and handing 
out high-fi ves and moral support - please contact Event 
Director Kerryn Rabone by email at 
kerrynrabone@gmail.com We are very excited for the 
launch and looking forward to the positive impact the event 
will have in the community!

Local business in focus, Michael King Electrical 
Michael King Electrical (MKE) is a solar specialist/
installation business local to Miles.  Michael and his 
partner moved to Miles in April 2016 and couldn’t be 
happier with this lovely town.  Michael has been an 
electrician since 1980 and a solar installer since 2002, 
which is his business’s speciality in which he performs 
an install or two every day in Miles and the surrounding 
areas.  He has performed a number of projects for 
the Western Downs Regional Council in and around 
Miles in recent times, including Leichhardt Centre, 
Dalby Myall 107, Carinya Retirement Village as well 
as pools and community centres in Tara, Wandoan, 
Miles, Chinchilla, Jandowae and Dalby, just to name 
a few. Although these larger projects for the council 
were won through tender to other companies MKE was 
contracted for these local installs and MKE has the 
maintenance work for these Western Downs Regionals 
Council systems. Due to this increase in commercial 
rural farms and rural business, Michael has employed 
a number of local people to help with this workload 
and hopes to continue with helping local employment

He also supports local business by using Richards 
Transport for delivery of material. As well as 
performing residential installs he also performs 
medium to large scale projects from small 
businesses, larger businesses to government 
organisations, with many projects on the books 
and in tender.  He only uses quality products and 
works with a number of suppliers to get the best 
quality material at good prices.  As well as selling 
and installing his own systems he also does 
third party installations and has a good working 
relationship with a number of diff erent solar 
companies.  He services not just Miles but the 
Western Downs region which includes Chinchilla, 
Dalby, Roma, Tara, Wandoan, Condamine, Surat 
and other areas. If you have been thinking 
about getting a solar system why not buy from 
experienced CEC accredited local.  We will be 
happy to help you with your solar needs.  Buy 
local by giving Mick a ring for a no hassle free 
quote on 0491 348 343.
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Origin Energy - Living in Community Update 
We’re moving our workforce closer into local 
communities and over the coming months 
our camps in the Western Downs will all be 
closed.  This year has been a busy one for Origin 
as we’ve worked with Council and the Chambers of 
Commerce on how best to be a part of our regional 
towns.  We started the year by supporting our 
permanent, operational staff  to make the move 
into Miles and Chinchilla which we’re pleased has 
occurred.
Also, since February our shorter-term visitors 
(less than 4 days) to the region have been basing 
themselves in community by staying in local hotels 
and motels.
Right now our focus is on our remaining project 
and construction based workforce. They will soon 
move out of our camps and into locally based 
accommodation in Chinchilla, Miles, and Condamine 
- following our moving work locations. In fact, two 
of our camps have already closed:
• Peat Village (east of Wandoan) – Closed 
since August 2017
• Talinga Village (southwest of Chinchilla) –  
Closed 27 September 2017
• Condabri Village (south of Miles) – to be 
closed in November 2017
What this means is you’ll likely see a few more 
of our staff  and contractors around town. They’ll 
be staying in accommodation that matches their 
requirements (eg our permanent operational staff  
rent housing in town, whereas our visitors and 
project workforce will stay in hotel or commercial 
accommodation locally). We’re excited to play a 
bigger part in sustaining vibrant communities in the 
region and in the coming weeks we will continue to 
keep you updated on our progress.

In the meantime, if you’d like to fi nd out more 
information: 
1. Speak to your local Chamber of Commerce in 
Chinchilla or Miles.
2. Drop-in during an information session in Miles 
where we’ll have further details on Origin’s Living in 
Community program as well as information on our 
exploration activities.
Where: Parkland in front of Miles Historical Village
Date: 18 October 2017
When: Drop-in between 3 and 6pm
3. Contact us by email: 
community.feedback@originenergy.com.au

Graduation Day for Hospitality and 
Tourism Students 
Throughout term two and three, fourteen year 11 
and 12 students, along with the schools hospitality 
teacher Mrs Paula Derksen, undertook a Certifi cate 
II in Hospitality and a Certifi cate II in Tourism. 
This training was provided by Churchill Education 
and their instructor Mr Mark Diem. Completing this 
qualifi cation provides the students with invaluable 
skills for after school life and it also gains them 
QCE points. Congratulations graduates! 

Above; students proudly display their graduation certifi cates!
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LANDCARE NEWS
Advertisement

Local groundwater monitoring program

We want you! 
Department of Natural Resources and Mines
‘Groundwater Net’ is a community-based program that brings local 
bore owners and the Department of Natural Resources and Mines 
(DNRM) together to monitor groundwater levels in areas of coal 
seam gas (CSG) activity. Members of groups receive the resources 
and support required to eff ectively monitor their own bores. Data is 
then shared within the group and stored on the DNRM groundwater 
database. This allows further analysis of trends and provides early 
warning of any impacts. DNRM is looking for participants. If you are 
interested, please attend a local workshop to fi nd out more: 

Noonga—Thursday 19th October 1:00pm-4:00pm Noonga Hall
Topics covered at workshops will include: 
- The local area Annual Status Report comparing monitoring data sourced from landholders, departmental 
loggers and CSG companies 
- Presentations by resource company hydrogeologists 
- Research being undertaken by the University of Queensland including carbon storage, groundwater 
recharge, water use and aquifer interconnectivity. 
There will also be an opportunity to obtain more information and assistance on the Water 
Monitoring Grant available through QMDC.  Queensland Murray Darling Committee (QMDC) 
has secured funding from Origin to provide grants to off set the cost of installing monitoring 
equipment on registered bores in the Surat Basin Groundwater Net areas. Conditions apply.
For more information about CSGNet visit, www.qld.gov.au Or for more info on the workshop, please 
contact Murilla Landcare 07 46272125 murillalandcare1@bigpond.com 
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COMMUNITY SNAPS

Left: Lovely ladies enjoying some 
Devonshire Tea in the Red Cross Cafe 

at the Miles Museum Anniversary 
Day. Above; Kids participating in the 

Condamine Bell Toss!   

R U OK? Day Celebrated at the Miles State High School with some delicious and creatively decorated cupcakes from Mace's Bakery! 

Top Left: Sack race participants at the Miles Museum Anniversary Morning tea, Top Right the Wandoan Mural Committee  
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COMMUNITY SNAPS

Guluguba State School Mixed Six A Side Cricket Competition was a huge success, Top Left Bonita Hay whacking one out of the park 
and top right best dressed team The Moonie Clowns

Above (from left) Darling Downs Hospital and Health Service Clinical 
Nurse Community Health Sally Crothers with Triple P participants Yamini 
Chandran, Dani Murarenko, Brooke Spence, Jen Bell, Brooke Colls and 

baby Sonny, Jen Cochran, Louise Keating, Cherie Taylor and co-facilitator 
and Q health counsellor Helen Druce

Russell Priestly presented with 45 years of service to 
Council with daughter Gabrielle left and wife Kaylene 

on the right 

Above; Another action shot from the Miles Arts Council Annual production & Above right; Sharon Wendt with her new baby son 
Danny and beautiful daughters Bridie, Airlie and Caitlin 
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Sergeant Werner (Vern) CROUS started duty as OIC 
(offi  cer in charge) Miles Police Station on the 5th July 
2017. He came to Miles from Moranbah where he 
was the Sergeant Shift Supervisor of the Moranbah 
Police Station. Sergeant CROUS is joined in Miles by 
his wife and two daughters. Sergeant CROUS also 
worked at Monto, Blackwater and Gladstone, and is 
happy to make southwest Queensland his home for 
the foreseeable future. Feel free to drop into the police 
station to meet him, or otherwise don’t be too shy to 
say g’day when you see him on the street or in the 
shops. During the same period that Sergeant CROUS 
started at Miles, Senior Constable Erin KILL left Miles 
after 7 years to start work as a Plain Clothes Senior 
Constable on the Gold Coast. The vacancy left by Erin 
will hopefully be fi lled soon. August saw the annual 
Road Safety Week campaign by the Queensland Police 
Service. Police charged one female person with driving 
whilst under the infl uence of a drug, and one female 
person for driving whilst unlicensed. One male person 
was charged with drink driving (over the general limit, 
but below the mid-level limit). Two traffi  c crashes 
happened on our roads that week; a minor one where 
there was no injury, and one where there was injury to 
the driver. This year to date has seen the Miles Division 
roads to be fatality-free. Police hope to encourage 
good driving behaviour by focusing on eliminating 

the Fatal Five from our roads. The weekend of the 
9th and 10th September saw another successful 
Condamine Rodeo being enjoyed by folks from 
near and far. The after party on Saturday night was 
enjoyed by almost all the adults present, with only a 
couple of minor events involving young blokes and 
alcohol fuelled aggression. Police were not involved 
and no charges were laid. However, police would 
like to take this opportunity to reiterate once again 
that drinking alcohol and driving simply do not mix. 
The Condamine Rodeo was blemished by a crash 
that involved a Toyota utility driven by a 25 year 
old male person, and an 18 year old male person 
who suff ered signifi cant facial injuries as result of 
that collision. This event occurred around 3:25am 
on Sunday 10 September 2017 on the Condamine 
Sportsgrounds. Alcohol was a major contributing 
factor in this event. Police would like to praise the 
quick actions of bystanders who responded to the 
incident. Police believe that if it had not been for 
the bystanders who performed First Aid and CPR, 
that the 18 year old male person may not have 
survived. Please remember: when you drink, don’t 
drive. The possible consequences of drinking and 
driving are too heartbreaking to bear. We look 
forward to providing you with regular updates.

MILES POLICE UPDATE

We want to hear from you! 
If you know of anyone in the community who has done really well at their chosen sport, 
charity work or a personal interest, of an upcoming community event, photos or stories! 
Please let us know. Email mccmcd@bigpond.com or call the Murilla Community Centre on 

4627 2027
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AROUND OUR COMMUNITY

Advertise with us! Reasonable rates and extensive local community coverage
Ph: 4627 2027 or mccmcd@bigpond.com

Community Markets Church Services

St Luke's Markets
St Luke's Church

Dawson Street, Miles
Second Saturday of the month

8:30am - 12 noon
Contact 4627 1757

Taroom Markets
Leichhardt Park, Taroom

Second Sunday of the month
8am - 12 noon

Bronwyn 0428 274 001

 Chinchilla Markets
Chinchilla Information Centre

Warrego Highway
Third Sunday of the month

Starts early
Contact Lindley 4662 7674

Catholic Church - Miles
Cnr Dawson & Edith Sts

1st Sunday 8:00am
2nd Saturday 6:30pm
3rd Sunday 6:30pm

4th Saturday 6:30pm
5th Sunday 8am Ecumenical 

Service

Catholic Church - Condamine
2nd Sunday 11:00am
4th Sunday Liturgy

Catholic Church - Dulacca
1st Sunday 10:00am

Lutheran Church - Miles
(HC) Murilla Street

1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday 8:30am
2nd & 4th Sunday 10:30am

Contact Jean Austin
Ph: 4627 2322

Presbyterian Church - Miles
Cnr Murilla & Dawson Streets

Sundays 9:00
Ph: 4627 1180

Wandoan AOG
23 Royd St 

10am Every Sunday
5th Sunday 10:30am

Wandoan Churches Together in 
Cultural Centre
Ph 4627 3434

Crossroads Christian 
Outreach

64 Murilla St
Sunday Service 9:00am
Prayer Meeting 6:00pm

Ph: 0437 337 772

St Luke's Anglican Church
Cnr Dawson & 

Constance Streets, Miles
Sundays 8:00am

Ecumenical Service
5th Sunday 8:00am

Ph: 4627 1190
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TRADE DIRECTORY



MURILLA COMMUNITY NEWS |October 201707 4627 2027 www.mccm.org.au 29

COMMUNITY DIRECTORY
Apex

Wandoan 4628 4426
Australian Red Cross

Miles 4627 1216
Bowls Clubs
Miles

Meandarra
Wandoan

4627 1101
4665 6159
4627 2436

Chamber of Commerce
Miles

Wandoan
4627 1488
0427 462 743

Cricket Clubs
Condamine

Wandoan
0409 627 073
4627 0336

Dogwood Motor & Auto Club
Miles 0437 327 848

Driver Reviver
Miles (A/H) 0437 753 007
Pioneers Memorial Hall

Dulacca 4627 6045
Garden Clubs

Murilla
Leichhardt
Wandoan

4628 1144
4627 8425
4627 4190

Golf Clubs
Miles

Wandoan
0416 077 963
4627 4217

Gun Clubs
Condamine

Wandoan
0427 630 744
4628 6245

Miles Horse & Pony Club Inc.
hookswood1@bigpond.com

Hospital Auxiliary
Miles 4627 1260

ICPA
Western 
Downs
Taroom

0428 452 576
4628 6236

Landcare
Miles

Wandoan
4627 2125
4627 3859

Lions Clubs

Miles
Wandoan

4627 1344
4627 4041

Meals on Wheels
Miles

Wandoan
4627 1173
4627 4219

Community Child Health
Miles 4628 5629

Miles Health Service 
(Hospital)

Miles 4628 5600
Miles Historical Society

Miles 4627 1492
Miles Medical Centre

Miles 4627 1388
Murilla Community Centre

Miles 4627 2027
Murilla Fitness Centre

Miles 4627 2157
Murilla Respite & In Home 

Community Care
Miles 4627 2027

Polocrosse
Wandoan 4628 2284

QCWA
Miles

Condamine
4627 1774
4665 6119

Qld Health Dentist
Miles 4628 5687

Regional Arts Council
Miles

Wandoan
4627 1707
4627 5039

Rugby League
Miles Jr
Miles Sr

Wandoan

0418 677 634
0427 620 144
0409 059 845

Rugby Union
Condamine 0439 275 794
Senior Citizens Club

Miles 4627 1427
Show Society

Miles
Wandoan

46277276
0448 274 387

Sports Clubs
Dulacca 0429 701 931

Swimming Pool
Miles 4627 1503

Taroom Health Services
Hospital

Drs Surgery
4628 9900
4628 9942

Tennis Clubs
Miles Ladies

Noonga
Miles Social

Wandoan

4627 1549
4627 6358
4627 2100
4627 5253

Wandoan Primary Health
Wandoan 4627 4444
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CLASSIFIEDS
Save the date! 

 Fun morning tea to support 
CWA. 25 October. Save the 

dates with more 
information to follow! 

House Cleaning
Miles, Dulacca, Jackson, 

Wallumbilla
$25/hour, discounts available 

for Pensioners.
0428341560 voice to text

Business Computer
 Systems

IT Support, Design & Consulting 
for SMBs

Phone: 0457 317 942

Supporting Women in 
Miles 

CWA Meeting Every second 
Friday each month
Alicia 0481 173 563

Save the date, Pot Luck Din-
ner & Board Games 23rd Sept 

4pm CWA Hall, Miles

Immaculate Corolla
97 CSi Corolla Seca 

Auto, RWC & 6mths rego
5 dr hatch, 203,000klms

Just serviced, ideal fi rst car! 
Excellent condition 

$4,400 contact 46599267

Lifeline Financial 
Counsellor

Visiting the Murilla 
Community Centre, Miles 

4627 2027

Massage Therapy
Relaxation & Sports

Sinus, Asthma, Stomach, 
Migraine and Headache 

treatments
Kate 0431 334 029

Kev's Rural Fencing, Yard 
Building & Repairs 

Contact Kevin 0427097532

For Sale
Commercial Angus Bulls

4627 4437

MissyDee Wise 
Angel reading and 

energy healing
0459 483 972

Richo’s on farm Butchering
Contact Greg
0400 705 813

Simply Sewing
Dressmaking – Alterations - 

Mending
0408 682 011

Miles Lions Club
Cold Room for hire

0458 777 668

Presbyterian Church Hall 
for Sale & Removal (Miles)

For Inspection call 
0428 276 179 
0428 217 408

Miles Show Society Meet-
ing

Last Thursday of each month 
meeting at the Miles 

Showgrounds 
Contact 4627 1243 for
details or any questions

Find Ur Wings

Find Ur Wings, Goal Setting 
Group

Commences 6th Oct - 8th Dec 
Running across school term. 
Contact Alicia 0481 173 563 

to join!

Hay For Sale
Contact: 

0418 781 931

Santa Gertrudis
Quiet,quality paddock reared bulls

Inspection invited
Baroda Santas

"Iona" Meandarra 
4665 6373

Fingerlings For Sale
Silver Perch $75 per 100
Yellow Belly $75 per 100

Cod $75 per 50
Call Ann 4627 6243

Advertise with us! 
Reasonable rates 

and extensive local 
community coverage

Ph: 4627 2027 or 
mccmcd@bigpond.

com



Fill all empty squares so that the 
numbers 1 to 9 appear exactly once in 

each row, column and 3x3 box.

Classic Sudoku

The Community News is distributed to over 
2,700 homes and businesses throughout 
the Western Downs. If you are interested in 
getting your business noticed leading into 
the Christmas period we suggest getting your 
booking in now! It is going to get busy! 07 

4627 2027 or email 
mccmcd@bigpond.com
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR 

October 
2 Queen's Birthday - QLD Public Holiday 

7 Annual Tara Races. Tara Showgrounds 

10 Bingo - Miles District Hospital Auxiliary 9am @Senior Citizens Room

10 Mental Health Week Movie Event $15pp 6pm screening Chinchilla Family Support 
Centre

12 Murilla Garden Group Meeting @ Lois & Richard Robert's "Bethel" Drillham contact 
Maureen on 4628 1144

14 Miles Ambulance Fundraiser from 9am @ Ken Kennedy Garden Miles Health Centre

14 St Luke's Markets, St Luke's Church Dawson St, Miles 8.30 - Noon

16 The Murilla Community Centre AGM, Columboola Function room from 7pm

17 Miles & District Race Club AGM Q Hotel 6pm - All welcome! 

19 - 22 Chinchilla Grandfather Clock Campdraft visit chinchillacampdraft.com.au

27 Bingo - Miles District Hospital Auxiliary 9am @Senior Citizens Room

27 Miles District Hospital Auxiliary Monthly Meeting 2.00pm @hospital meeting room

November  
1 Miles Money Initiative Launches town wide! 

5 Dulacca Hall Christmas Markets from 8am - 1pm 

7 

Wandoan Kindy Melbourne Cup Luncheon, 3 course luncheon, live entertainment, 
fashion on the fi eld, market stalls, live streaming of the races with sweeps and 
raffl  es! Tickets $25 and bookings essential contact wandoankindy1@bigpond.com 
to get your ticket today! 

9 Murilla Garden Group Meeting more details to come- contact Maureen on 4628 
1144

9 Murilla Long Day Care & Kindergarten Open Day 9am -11am 131 Murilla St, Miles

11 St Luke's Markets, St Luke's Church Dawson St, Miles 8.30 - Noon

12 25 Year Celebration of the Murilla Community Centre, Columboola Room, Miles 
from 11am onwards 

14 Bingo - Miles District Hospital Auxiliary 9am @Senior Citizens Room

24 Miles District Hospital Auxiliary Monthly Meeting 2.00pm @hospital meeting room

25 Launch of Miles parkrun at Moraby Park, Miles 


